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     Flexible   

  
 

Grouping is a short-term grouping and regrouping practice that responds to 

student needs in alignment with the instructional objectives. It differs from the more 

comm    on grouping practice in which students are placed in the same group, or given 

whole-    group instruction for all or most of the school year. In a given week, students may 

work in
       
dependently, be in one group for a specific purpose, and then participate in other 

groups to accomplish different objectives (Kingore, 2004). Students can be grouped by 
     

readiness, ability, interest, or learning style, as well as for socialization. 
     

 
 
 

 
o De f i n e l e a r n i n g o u t c o m e s a n d t h e b e s t m e t h o d t o m e t i d e n t i f i e d o u t c o m e s . 

 
o Cr e a t e t h e g r o u p s b a s e d o n a b i l i t y ,  s i m i l a r n e e d s ,  in t e r e s t s ,  w o r k h a b i t s a n d /  back g r ound   

k nowl edg e  of  t h e  t op ic .  
 

o Re v i e w g r a d e - le v e l c u r r ic u lu m a nd determi ne t he spec ifi c l earn ing g oa ls  and 
expectations.  

 
o De t e r m i n e t h e i n s t r u c t i o n a l p r a c t i c e s t h a t w i l l s u p p o r t t h e l o w e s t p e r f o r m e r s  

a n d cha l l eng e  t he  h i g hest  per f or m er s .  
 

o Pr o v i d e t h e m a t e r i a l s n e e d e d t o s u p p o r t t h e t a s k s f o r e a c h g r o u p . 
 

o Es t a b l i s h  t h e  le n g t h  o f  t ime  in  e a c h  g r o u p .  D o n ' t  g iv e  s t u d e n t s  t o o  lo n g  o n  a  t ask .  
Th e t i m e p r o v i d e d i n e a c h g r o u p i s d e p e n d e n t o n t h e a g e a n d g r a d e l e v e l o f students .  

 
o Es t a b l i s h gr o u p r u l e s a n d p r o c e d u r e s / r o u t i n e s : 

 

 Ru l e s s h o u l d b e w r i t t e n ,  p o s t e d a n d u n d e r s t o o d b y a l l 

 Cl e a r p r o c e d u r e s a n d r o u t i n e s u s e d d u r i n g g r o u p w o r k s h o u l d b e 

 est ab l i shed ,  m odel ed  and  pr act i ced .  S ome  exam pl es  o f  pr ocedures i nc l ude :  

 Be e s t a b l i s h e d ,  m o d e l e d a n d p r a c t i c e d 

 Di s t r i b u t i n g ,  c o l l e c t i n g a n d s t o r i n g 

 Mo v i n g a n d o r g a n i z i n g c h a i r s a n d / o r d e s k s fo r g r o u p w o r k 

 As k i n g a n d R e q u e s t i n g h e l p f r o m t h e t e a c h e r 

 Mo n i t o r i n g t h e n o i s e l e v e l i n t h e c l a s s r o o m ,  a n d s t o p p i n g g r o u p w o r k t o 
re t u rn t o a w h o l e c l ass set t i ng . 

 
o Gi v e e x p l i c i t i n s t r u c t i o n s a b o u t t h e t a s k t o e a c h gr o u p b e f o r e t h e y b e g i n w o r k i n g and check f or  

understand ing .  
o Make sure the data used to form current groups is aligned with the current task/learning objective.
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