Flexible Grouping

Flexible Grouping is a short-term grouping and regrouping practice that responds to
student needs in alignment with the instructional objectives. It differs from the more
comm on grouping practice in which students are placed in the same group, or given
whole-group instruction for all or most of the school year. In a given week, students may
work independently, be in one group for a specific purpose, and then participate in other

groups to accomplish different objectives (Kingore, 2004). Students can be grouped by
readiness, ability, interest, or learning style, as well as for socialization.

Define learning outcomes and the best method to met identified outcomes.

o Create the groups based on ability, similar needs, interests, work habits and/background
knowledge of thetopic.

o Review grade-level curriculum and determine the specific learning goals and
expectations.

o Determine the instructional practices that will support the lowest performers
and challenge the highest performers.

o Provide the materials needed to support the tasks for each group.

o Establish the length of time in each group. Don't give students too long on a task.
The time provided in each group is dependent on the age and grade level of students.
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